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A rocker switch assembly includes a switch body, a mounting strap, a frame, and a 
paddle for actuating the switch between an on and an off position. The paddle has a uni- 
convex cylindrical exterior surface. The paddl e furth e r has a contiguous circumfer e ntial 
surface including opposing sid e portions and opposing upp e r and lower portions that hav e a 
transvers e (cross s e ctional) profil e defin e d by a curvatur e , Rb, th e c e nt e r of which li e s along a 
pivot axis of th e paddl e . The rocker switch assembly further includes a faceplate in the form 
of a frame having an opening d e fin e d by upp e r and opposing low e r inn e r surfaces and l e ft 
and opposing right inn e r surfac e s . The exterior front surface of the faceplate has a uni- 
convex cylindrical surface profile. Both th e upp e r and opposing low e r inner surfac e s of th e 
fac e plat e p e rimet e r hav e a transv e rs e (cross s e ctional) curvatur e d e fin e d by a radius of 
curvatur e , RA, the cent e r of which is th e sam e as th e origin of Rg - In an assembled condition, 
the paddle substantially occupies the faceplate opening. Due to the selected convex shapes of 
the paddle and faceplate, a portion of th e profil e of the paddl e will b e substantially tang e nt to 
a corresponding portion of th e fac e plat e surfac e wh e n th e paddl e is e ith e r in a forwardly tilt e d 
position or th e r e arwardly tilt e d position. A portion of the paddle front surface is always 
substantially flush with a portion of the faceplate surface and at no time does any part of the 
paddle surface protrude past the faceplate front surface. 


9 


